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Students Handouts - 4th Grade Unit: Coltrane/ “5” Royales
STUDENT MATERIALS

Below is a list of the templates that you will photocopy and give to your students.
Lesson 1: John Coltrane: An Introduction
- Frayer Diagrams (See Teacher’s Guide.)
- Vocabulary List
(Vocabulary lists are optional. Teacher may prefer projecting words on board.)
- Reading Selection: John Coltrane: An Introduction
- Multiple Choice Questions
- Timeline Materials: (See Teacher’s Guide.)
Timeline template
“John Coltrane Events” sheet (to be used in lessons 1 – 3)
Lesson 2: John Coltrane: Early Years, Parts I and II
- Vocabulary List (optional)
- Reading Selection: John Coltrane: Early Years, Parts I and II
- Multiple Choice Questions
- Writing Prompt
Lesson 3: John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
- Vocabulary List - (optional)
- Reading Selection: John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
- Multiple Choice Questions
- Informal Writing Activity
Lesson 4: “5” Royales: An Introduction; “Dedicated to the One I Love”
- Vocabulary List for “5” Royales: An Introduction (optional)
- Reading Selection: “5” Royales: An Introduction
- Multiple Choice Questions
- Vocabulary List for “5” Royales:” Dedicated to the One I Love” (optional)
- Reading Selection: “5” Royales: “Dedicated to the One I Love”
- Timeline Materials:
“‘5’Royales Events” sheet (to be used in lessons 4 and 5)
Lesson 5: “5” Royales: Growing Up in Winston-Salem; Birmingham, Alabama
- Vocabulary List for Growing Up in Winston-Salem (optional)
- Reading Selection: “5” Royales: Growing Up in Winston-Salem
- Vocabulary List for “5” Royales: Birmingham, Alabama, May 3, 1963 (optional)
- Reading Selection: “5” Royales: Birmingham, Alabama, May 3, 1963
- Multiple Choice Questions (Comprehension Option #1)
- Drama Activity (Comprehension Option #2)
- Letter to Parents
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 Battle of Kings Mountain
 Underground Railroad
 The New Deal

 Birmingham marches
 bus boycotts

Non-Examples

 Sit-Ins (Greensboro and
Winston-Salem)

Examples

Characteristics
 happened in the United States 1955
through 1968
 restored the rights of African
American people in the South
 many people gave speeches about the
rights that all people deserve
 protesters marched

Civil Rights
Movement

The speeches, marches, and political
actions that took place from 1955 through
1968 in the Southern United States to
give African American citizens the same
rights that white people enjoyed. The
African American people gained the right
to vote, to go to school with white
children, and to do business in public
places.

Definition

Frayer Diagram 1 (Example)
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I think

Definition

Frayer Diagram 2

Draw

Sentence
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In my opinion, segregation was
wrong. It kept people from
working together just because
their skin was a different color.

I think

Sentence

Draw

African American children went
to schools that used second hand
books and uniforms during the
years of segregation.

segregation

Dividing people into groups
based on the color of their skin
and treating some groups better
than others.

Definition

Frayer Diagram 2 (Example)
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Lesson 1 - John Coltrane: An Introduction
Vocabulary List
*segregation: (noun) the practice of keeping people apart because of their race or culture.
Great Depression: (noun) a period in the United States lasting from 1929 to 1941 when
many people lost their jobs and had little money. The Great Depression was caused by
the stock market crash in October 1929.
World War II: (noun) a war that began in 1939. In this war, the Allied Powers—Britain,
France, and the Soviet Union—fought against Germany, Italy, and Japan. The United
States joined the Allied Powers after December 7, 1941. On that day, Japan bombed
American ships at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
*Civil Rights Movement: (noun) rights given to all citizens by the Constitution. (The
African American Civil Rights Movement (1955–1968) refers to the political movement
in the United States aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against African Americans
and restoring the right to vote (suffrage) in the Southern states).
jazz: (noun) a form of music with strong, complex rhythms that started with African
Americans in the late 1800s. Jazz musicians often add notes or make up parts as they play.
saxophone: (noun) a type of musical instrument that is in the woodwind family. A
saxophone has a single reed, finger keys, and is typically gold colored. (During his
lifetime, Coltrane played the tenor, alto, and soprano saxophone.)
quartet: (noun) a musical group consisting of four people either singing or playing
musical instruments.
influenced: (past tense verb) to have affected or changed something through one’s actions.
spiritual: (adjective) of a religious nature.
inspire: (verb) to make people excited about something.

*Starred words are recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 1 - John Coltrane: An Introduction
Reading Selection
North Carolina is the birthplace of some of the greatest musicians in American history.
One such North Carolina musician, jazz man John Coltrane (1926 – 1967), was known
and loved around the world. He died over forty years ago, but his music is still heard in
movies, on TV, and on the radio. There is a U.S. postal service stamp with his picture on
it, and there’s even a church in California named after him.
John Coltrane lived during a period of change in America. He grew up in the 1930s in
High Point, North Carolina, where he lived under segregation during the Great
Depression. He served in World War II in the mid 1940s. He became a famous
musician during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.
Coltrane is famous for playing the saxophone. He started playing it in high school. After
graduation, he moved to the North, and playing the saxophone became Coltrane’s career.
From the mid-1940s through the 1950s, he played with big bands and small ones,
performing in night clubs, ballrooms, and concert halls around the country, including in
Winston-Salem in 1949, '50 and '52. When he was not on stage, he practiced. Coltrane
was rarely without his instrument.
After playing the saxophone in a variety of bands that were led by some of the biggest
names in jazz, Coltrane formed his own jazz quartet in 1960. Coltrane and his quartet
liked to experiment with all kinds of musical sounds. Some were soft, slow, and beautiful,
while others were loud, fast, and shocking. His group recorded many popular records,
including “My Favorite Things” (1960) and “A Love Supreme” (1964).
Coltrane loved to learn about music that sounded new and different. He studied music
from around the world, especially India, and also from other countries. All the different
kinds of sounds he heard influenced him when he wrote music.
6

Coltrane believed his music expressed what was in his mind and heart. Gentle, thoughtful,
and religious, Coltrane tried to be the best person he could be. He once said, “My music
is the spiritual expression of what I am—my faith, my knowledge, my being” (Porter,
p. 232).
Coltrane cared about other people and wanted to help them through his music. He once
wrote: “I want to uplift people...to inspire them to...live meaningful lives” (Anderson web
site). He once told an interviewer, “I feel I want to be a force for good” (Porter,
p. 292). It is not surprising that Coltrane was well-liked by those who knew him.
In these lessons, you will learn more about John Coltrane. You will learn about his life
growing up in High Point. You will also learn about one of his most famous songs.
These lessons will help you better understand an inspiring and influential American and
North Carolinian—jazz great John Coltrane.
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Lesson 1 - John Coltrane: An Introduction
Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share evidence from
the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
1 What is the main idea of this selection?
A North Carolinian John Coltrane is a great American jazz musician.
B John Coltrane grew up under segregation in High Point.
C John Coltrane lived during a period of change in America.
D John Coltrane influenced the history of blues music in the United States.
2

According to the selection, Coltrane grew up in High Point under segregation. What can you
assume was true for Coltrane as a boy?
A He went to school with whites.
B He lived in the same neighborhood as white people.
C He sat separately from white people in public places.
D He could only play music in church.

3 What is the most likely reason the author includes the information that Coltrane grew up under
segregation during the Great Depression?
A to show that events in American history effected young Coltrane
B to show the reader that segregation did not bother Coltrane
C to explain what Coltrane’s family life was like during the Great Depression
D to explain why young Coltrane learned to play the saxophone
4 What did John Coltrane do to become a great musician?
A He practiced all the time.
B He played in festivals all over the country.
C He grew up in segregated North Carolina.
D He volunteered to help people.
5 What evidence in this selection suggests that Coltrane was influenced by many different styles
of music?
A His music was fast and loud.
B He studied music from India.
C His music was soft and beautiful.
D He expressed what was in his heart.
6

According to the second to last paragraph, what was the most likely reason people liked John
Coltrane?
A He was smart.
B He was talented.
C He was helpful.
D He was famous.

7 In paragraph 6, what does the information in parentheses indicate?
A Someone named Porter loves the spiritual side of John Coltrane.
B The quote before it was made up by someone who likes music history.
C The quote before it is on page 232 in a book written by Porter.
D Someone named Porter admires John Coltrane’s music on page 232.
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Lesson 1 - John Coltrane: An Introduction
Multiple Choice Questions
Optional Questions:
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share evidence from
the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
8 What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A to give the reader an overview of John Coltrane’s life and career
B to give the reader a low opinion of John Coltrane
C to describe John Coltrane’s childhood in High Point, North Carolina
D to tell the reader everything about John Coltrane
9 According to this selection, which of the following is true?
A North Carolina has excellent jazz education programs.
B Few jazz musicians come from North Carolina.
C Some of America’s greatest musicians come from North Carolina.
D North Carolina does not honor musicians with postal stamps.
10 Which of the following statements is correct?
A The Great Depression began in the mid 1940s.
B John Coltrane served in World War II in the 1950s.
C The Civil Rights Movement happened during the 1950s and '60s.
D John Coltrane grew up in High Point, North Carolina, in the 1950s.
11 What words best describes Coltrane’s music?
A soft, slow, and beautiful
B loud, fast, and shocking
C a large variety of sounds
D would lull babies to sleep
12 When the selection states in paragraph 6 that “music expressed what was in his mind and
heart,” what does the reader learn about Coltrane?
A that his music released his anger and hate
B that his music expressed his thoughts and feelings
C that Coltrane’s music was romantic
D that Coltrane’s music had nothing to do with his feelings
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John Coltrane Events Sheet
For Timeline
From Lesson I:
1926- Coltrane born in Hamlet, NC; moves to High Point; NC
From Lesson II:


1932- Enters 1st grade at segregated Leonard St. Elementary School



1936- Creates “Negro History” report (on display at High Point Museum)



1938-Several relatives die in months



1940- 2nd year of community band;
plays saxophone in high school band saxophone in High School band



1943- Moves to Philadelphia, PA



1945- Joins Navy and Navy band

From Lesson III:


1946: Begins touring band career



1957: Joins quartet with North Carolina native Thelonious Monk



1960: Forms his own quartet; releases “My Favorite Things”



1965: Named “Jazzman of the Year” by DownBeat Magazine readers



1967: John Coltrane dies of cancer
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John Coltrane (Jazz) / “5” Royales (R&B)
Timeline
“5” Royales
ts
John Coltrane
U.S. History
1925

1930

Events
1929: Great Depression begins;
Martin Luther King, Jr. born

1925

1930

1932: Franklin D. Roosevelt
elected president

1935

1935

1938: U.S. economy begins to recover
1940

1940
1941: U.S. enters World War II

1945

1945: Harry S. Truman becomes
president; World War II ends

1945
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1950

1950: Start of Korean War

1950

1952: Eisenhower elected president

1955

1960

1954: Segregation in public schools
ruled illegal

1960: Greensboro Sit-In occurs;
John F. Kennedy elected president

1955

1960

1963: Birmingham march on May 3
1965

1964: Civil Rights Act becomes law
1965: U.S. troops sent to Vietnam

1965

1968: Martin Luther King, Jr. dies
1969: First man walks on the moon
1970

1970
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John Coltrane Events for Timeline
Lesson 1
1926: Coltrane born in Hamlet, NC;
moves to High Point, NC

Lesson 3
1946: Begins touring band career
1957: Joins quartet with North
Carolina native Thelonious Monk

1960: Forms his own quartet;
releases “My Favorite Things”

Lesson 2
1932: Enters first grade at segregated
Leonard St. Elementary School
1936: Creates “Negro History” report
(on display at High Point Museum)

1938: Several relatives die in months

1940: 2nd year of community band;
plays saxophone in high school band

1943: Moves to Philadelphia, PA
1965: named “Jazzman of the Year”
by DownBeat Magazine readers
1945: Joins Navy and Navy band
1967: John Coltrane dies of cancer
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“5” Royales Events for Timeline
Lesson 4
1926: John Tanner and Lowman
Pauling born in Winston-Salem, NC
1952: “5” Royales career begins,
includes recordings and live shows
1957: “5” Royales release “Dedicated to the One I Love” and “Think”
1961: Shirelles release “Dedicated…”
1967: The Mamas & the Papas release “Dedicated to the One I Love”

Lesson 5
1932: Tanner and Pauling grow up
in musical families; Tanner attends
segregated Kimberly Park School
1938: Royal Sons Quintet (gospel)
forms in Winston-Salem

1943: Tanner joins U.S. Army

1945: Tanner returns home and
rejoins Royal Sons Quintet
1963: “5” Royales drive through
Birmingham march

1965: “5” Royales career ends
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: Early Years, Parts I and II
Vocabulary List
From Part I:
Piedmont: (noun) the area west of the North Carolina Coastal Plains. The Piedmont
region is a wide plateau, or flat land, that rises above the land around it. This region
includes rolling hills and low mountains.
segregation: (noun) the practice of keeping people apart because of their race or culture.
*Great Depression: (noun) a period in the United States lasting from 1929 to around
1941 when many people lost their jobs and had little money. The Great Depression was
caused by the stock market crash in October 1929.
Navy: (noun) a shortened term referring to the United States Navy (USN). The USN is
the sea branch of the United States armed forces. It deals with warfare that happens in
large bodies of water, such as lakes, seas, and oceans.
*World War II: (noun) a war that began in 1939. In this war, the Allied Powers—
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union—fought against Germany, Italy, and Japan. The
United States joined the Allied Powers after December 7, 1941. On that day, Japan
bombed American ships at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
region: (noun) an area with features that make it different from other areas.
Reverend (noun) the title used to call a minister of a church.
ukulele: (noun) a small guitar with four strings.
violin: (noun) a small stringed instrument played with a bow that belongs to the string
family.
clarinet: (noun) a small musical instrument that belongs to the woodwind family. A
clarinet has a wooden reed that attaches to the mouthpiece, a bottom that flares out like a
bell, and is usually black in color.
swing: (noun) a type of jazz music that was popular in the 1930s and 1940s. It was dance
music performed by big bands. (Swing music has fast tempos and uses many percussion
instruments that create supporting rhythms for the brass instruments that are front and center.)

From Part II:
alto horn: (noun) an instrument belonging to the brass family that looks like a smaller,
skinnier tuba.
rhythmic: (adjective) describes someone who is good at finding the strong and weak
sounds heard throughout a musical piece. (These sounds are referred to as the rhythm
(noun) of the piece.)
foundation: (noun) the base or ground on which something is built.
*Starred words are recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 2 -John Coltrane: The Early Years, Part I
Reading Selection
Early Childhood Years
Although John Coltrane was born in Hamlet in 1927, he grew up in High Point. Both
Hamlet and High Point are in North Carolina’s Piedmont region. Coltrane’s
grandparents on his mother’s side lived in High Point. His grandfather, the Reverend
W.W. Blair, was an important man in the community. John and his parents lived with his
grandparents. Most of the time, his cousin Mary and her parents also lived with them.
Coltrane was well liked by his classmates and teachers. He was shy, quiet, and well
mannered. With his friends, he enjoyed reading comics and car magazines, playing
football and baseball, and going to the movies. At school, he paid attention in class and
handed in good work. In fifth grade, he created an excellent “Negro History” scrap book
report. It is on permanent display at the High Point Museum.
3

Although in many ways Coltrane had a happy childhood growing up in High Point, one
thing bothered him a lot—segregation. Coltrane’s school was for African American
students only. It had used textbooks and football uniforms, hand-me-downs from the
white school. As his cousin Mary remembers, “Every time he opened a book and it said
[that it was] from the white school, that just got to him” (Kahn, p. 7).

4

The Great Depression was another fact of life for Coltrane growing up during the 1930s.
Many people around the country and in North Carolina were out of work. But fortunately
for Coltrane, his family did not have money problems during this time.
Early Musical Experiences

5

Music filled the Coltrane home. Coltrane’s father, a tailor, played the ukulele, violin, and
clarinet. His mother was a trained singer and pianist who performed at their church.
According to Coltrane, “My family was passionate about music” (Porter, p. 26).

6

The Coltrane family often listened to music on the radio. According to Coltrane’s cousin
Mary, “We had a big radio in the living room that stayed on all the time. We listened to
everything… everybody, you name it” (Porter, p. 26).

7

There was also a lot of music at Coltrane’s elementary school. The day began with music.
One of Coltrane’s classmates remembers, “Every morning...we would have an assembly
[with] assembly songs—spirituals, hymns, all kinds of songs… And then the music
teacher would play a march and everybody would march to their rooms” (Porter, p.27).
When John was about twelve, in the late 1930s, he and his cousin Mary would go see
swing bands touring through High Point. These big bands had some of the most famous
jazz musicians in the country performing in them. The bands performed at a local park
that had a dance floor, as well as at a local hotel and theater. John and Mary would sit in
the upper balcony, the only place African Americans were allowed.
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: The Early Years, Part II
Reading Selection
Tragedy
1

When Coltrane was in 7th grade, he suffered a series of life-changing losses. His
grandfather, father, and grandmother all died within five months of each other. His uncle,
Mary’s father, died about a year later. The now much smaller family went from middle
class to poor. They rented rooms in their house. His mother and aunt went to work at the
local country club.
Making Music in Middle and High School
Around this time, when Coltrane turned thirteen, he began to play music. He joined his
first band, a new community band led by his Boy Scout troop leader. The band had a lot
of his friends in it. Coltrane started on alto horn and then moved to clarinet.
At William Penn High School, Coltrane was one of the first members of the school’s
newly formed band. He started to play the saxophone at this time. He was a quick
learner on his new instrument. Before long, Coltrane became known as the musician in
the high school band. His senior year, he was voted “Most Musical” in the senior class.
His music teacher, Grayce Yokely, remembers, “He showed great interest in wanting to
get everything just right. He was a very rhythmic fellow, and he paid attention” (Porter,
p. 30).
Coltrane practiced constantly. According to classmate Rosetta Haywood, “He kept the
saxophone with him all the time…You could hear him all the time [after school], from
any part of the building” (Porter, p. 33). Coltrane’s cousin Mary remembers him
practicing at home, “He would sit at that dining room table and practice all the time”
(Porter, p. 33).
After High School
Graduation from high school in 1943 marked the beginning of a new life for Coltrane.
He left High Point to join his mother, aunt, and his cousin Mary in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. They had left the South earlier that year for higher paying jobs in the
North. In 1945, Coltrane joined the Navy to fight in World War II. Not surprisingly, he
was assigned the job of playing in the Navy band.
Coltrane’s years growing up in High Point had prepared him well. Growing up in a
musical family, hearing many types of music during his childhood, and playing in the
community and school bands provided him a rich musical foundation. In the next twenty
years, John Coltrane would build on this foundation to become one of the greatest jazz
musicians of all time.
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: Early Years, Part I
Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
1 The first paragraph says that Hamlet and High Point are both in the “Piedmont region”
of North Carolina. What does “Piedmont region” mean?
A the Blue Ridge Mountain area
B the town where Coltrane was born
C the North Carolina coastal area
D the central area of North Carolina
2 Paragraph 3 quotes Coltrane’s cousin Mary as saying, “Every time he opened a book
and it said that it was from the white school, that just got to him.” What does “that
just got to him” mean?
A Coltrane had a stomach ache.
B Coltrane wanted to buy a new book.
C Coltrane felt upset and angry.
D Coltrane was happy he received a book.
3 According to paragraph 4, what most likely is true?
A The Coltrane family lost their house during the Great Depression.
B Most whites in North Carolina were rich during the Great Depression.
C Coltrane’s family had enough food and clothes during the Great Depression.
D Coltrane worked two jobs after school during the Great Depression.
4 What evidence supports Coltrane’s statement in paragraph 5, “My family was
passionate about music.”
A His family loved the movie The Sound of Music.
B His mother and father played instruments.
C His grandfather was an important minister.
D He loved listening to radio music with his cousin Mary.
5 Why did Coltrane and cousin Mary sit in the upper balcony when they watched swing
bands touring through High Point in the 1930s?
A because they liked heights and wanted a better view
B because they were allowed anywhere in the theater
C because that was the seating for African Americans
D because they wanted to separate from their parents
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: The Early Years, Part I
Multiple Choice Questions
Optional Questions:
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
6 What does this selection suggest about Coltrane’s family in High Point?
A They liked reading comics and car magazines.
B They traveled south to find farm work.
C They were well known and respected.
D They moved to Philadelphia to play music.
7 What is the main topic in paragraph 3?
A Coltrane’s school only had African American students.
B Coltrane’s textbooks and sports uniforms were hand-me-downs.
C Coltrane was deeply upset by segregation during his childhood.
D Coltrane had a happy childhood growing up in High Point
8 Where did young Coltrane experience music growing up in High Point?
A home, school, parks, theaters, mall
B his neighbors’ house
C home, school, parks, theaters, church
D popular CDs and TV
9 In paragraph 6, Coltrane’s cousin Mary explains that when she and Coltrane listened
to the radio, “We listened to everything… everybody, you name it.” This experience
likely lead to Coltrane
A becoming only interested in jazz and blues music.
B liking gospel music on the radio and during church services.
C becoming interested in many music styles and performers.
D becoming one of the world’s best trumpet players.
10 How did Coltrane and his classmates probably feel about the morning school
assembly program described in paragraph 7?
A They felt sad there was no singing.
B They enjoyed singing together.
C They felt nervous and lonely.
D They hated singing and dancing.
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: Early Years, Part II
Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
1 How does the reader know that this selection is an historic biography?
A The author describes realistic details in the opening paragraphs.
B The people and events seem like they could happen in real life.
C The information is about a real person who lived in the past.
D The story takes place in the present time in North Carolina.
2 The main idea in paragraph 1 is that when Coltrane was in 7th grade, a number of
tragedies changed his life. Which detail supports this main idea?
A Coltrane’s school did not have new textbooks.
B He helped his mother and aunt clean houses.
C There were no white students in Coltane’s class.
D His grandfather, father, and grandmother died.
3 In this selection, what is the purpose of the underlined subtitles?
A to define the words in each section
B to let the reader know what each section is about
C to make it clear when Coltrane left High Point
D to make the reader read more slowly
4 Which statement is correct?
A Coltrane joined the Navy in World War II during senior year of high school.
B Coltrane left High Point before he joined the Navy during World War II.
C Coltrane was assigned to the Navy band in 1944 during World War II.
D Coltrane joined the Navy during World War II in order to leave North Carolina.
5 What is the best summary for “Early Years, Parts I and II”?
A Music was the most fun part of Coltrane’s life growing up in High Point.
B Coltrane participated in community music programs beginning in the 7th grade.
C Coltrane grew up in segregated High Point and had a childhood filled with music.
D Coltrane’s parents were musical and encouraged him to learn the saxophone.
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: The Early Years, Part II
Multiple Choice Questions
Optional Questions:
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
6 According to this selection, which of the following is true?
A Coltrane’s first instrument was the saxophone.
B Coltrane was voted “Most Musical” in his 7th grade class.
C Coltrane began playing music about the time his father died.
D Coltrane joined his first band in high school.
7 What is the most likely reason the author writes about Coltrane practicing the
saxophone all the time in high school?
A She wants readers to learn that practice is necessary to improve a skill.
B She wants readers to understand why Coltrane graduated from high school.
C She wants readers to learn to play in a band beginning in middle school.
D She wants readers to know why Coltrane was liked by his class mates.

8 What is the most likely reason the author gives many details about Coltrane’s musical
experiences growing up in High Point?
A She wants the readers to learn more about Coltrane’s interest in cars and comics.
B She wants readers to know that Coltrane’s childhood was filled with music.
C She is encouraging readers to pay more attention in school music class.
D She does not like the fact that Coltrane attended a segregated music class.
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Lesson 2 - John Coltrane: Early Years, Parts I and II
Writing Prompt
The last paragraph of “Early Years, Part I” explains that John Coltrane enjoyed going to
the theater with his cousin Mary to listen to swing bands. Write about a fun experience
you have had with a relative or a friend. It may have been at school or outside of school.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 3 - John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
Vocabulary List
Civil Rights Movement: (noun) rights given to all citizens by the Constitution. (The
African American Civil Rights Movement (1955–1968) refers to the political movement
in the United States aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against African Americans
and restoring the right to vote (suffrage) in the Southern states).
*Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: (noun) a minister who became a major leader in the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. King organized protests throughout the South
and encouraged protestors to use nonviolence in order to reach their goal of securing civil
rights for all people. He was killed in Memphis in 1968.
*Greensboro Sit-In: (noun) an event taking place on February 1, 1960, in which four
African American college students sat at a lunch counter reserved for whites only in a
Woolworth’s store in downtown Greensboro. The students refused to leave until they
were served food; soon, hundreds of other African American students joined them in their
protest at the lunch counter. This event is considered to be one of the most important
protests during the Civil Rights Movement.
innovative: (adjective) used to describe someone or something that introduces a new idea,
way of doing things, or invention.
protest: (verb) to make a statement or gesture to show that one is against something. A
protestor (noun) is someone who protests.
hit: (noun) a great success.
jukebox(es): (noun) a coin-operated record player that automatically plays songs chosen
from a list. These types of music players were especially popular in the 1940s and 1950s.
waltz: (noun) a type of classical music that accompanied the ballroom dance of the same
name. Waltzes have a basic beat of one-two-three, one-two-three.
musical: (noun) a form of theatre that combines music, songs, and dances with spoken
words. Some famous musicals you may know are: The Sound of Music, West Side Story,
Oklahoma!, Godspell, Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, and Wicked.
double bass: (noun) a musical instrument belonging to the string family. It is the largest
and lowest-pitched of the string family. Jazz musicians typically play it by plucking at the
strings with their fingers.
orchestra: (noun) a group of musicians who play various musical instruments that come
together to perform music. Orchestras usually have many string players, in addition to
musicians who play other instruments.
Indian: (adjective) of or having to do with the country of India. India is located in
southwestern Asia.
quartet: (noun) a musical group consisting of four people either singing or playing
musical instruments.
*Starred words are recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 3 - John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
Reading Selection
1960 was a big year for John Coltrane. Now living in New York City, he was becoming
known in the jazz world as very hard working, innovative, and talented. In October of
that year, he became even better known with the release of “My Favorite Things.”
1960 was a time of change in the United States. Many people in the country joined the
Civil Rights Movement to protest unfair treatment against African Americans. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was the main leader of the movement. The Greensboro Sit-In
made the news across the country.
“My Favorite Things” was Coltrane’s first hit. People who normally did not listen to jazz
music liked it. People from around the country listened to it on the radio and on
jukeboxes. Many people went to the store to buy the record. Over the years, Coltrane’s
“My Favorite Things” has become one of the best-selling jazz recordings of all time.
Coltrane based “My Favorite Things” on an old-fashioned, waltz-like song by the same
name from The Sound of Music. In 1959, The Sound of Music was a new hit musical in
New York City. Six years later, The Sound of Music became a popular movie.
5

Coltrane liked to take old songs and turn them into something new and different. “I’ve
found you’ve got to look back at old things and see them in a new light,” he once said
(Anderson web site). The “new light” Coltrane shed upon “My Favorite Things” was to
make his version much longer and with no words. Also, Coltrane’s version had four
instruments: saxophone, double bass, drums, and piano. The original version was
performed by a full orchestra.
In addition, Coltrane added to his version a part that sounded like [East] Indian music.
These sounds were not typically mixed into a waltz-like piece. After recording “My
Favorite Things,” he became more and more interested in Indian music. He also became
interested in music from Africa and South America. He liked comparing different kinds
of music from around the world and seeing how they were alike and how they were
different.
Coltrane loved “My Favorite Things.” He once told an interviewer, “‘[My] Favorite
Things” is my favorite piece of all those I have recorded” (Porter, p. 184). Coltrane and
his quartet performed “My Favorite Things” all the time. They played the song in small
nightclubs, as well as in concert halls and at outdoor music festivals around the world.
According to Elvin Jones, the drummer in the quartet, “We played [‘My Favorite Things’]
every night for five years. We played it every night… like it would be the last time we
played it” (Kahn, pp.77-78).
Interestingly, Coltrane father’s favorite song was a waltz. When Coltrane was a boy, he
listened to his father play this waltz on the ukulele for friends and family. According to a
childhood friend of Coltrane’s, “John always said he wanted to play like his father. He
liked his father’s song because it was a waltz…” (Thomas, p. 8).
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Lesson 3 - John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
1 The selection states that Coltrane became known as an “innovative” musician. This
means that he
A played music in the style it was played in the past.
B played music in new and inventive ways.
C played music he had heard on the radio.
D played music that he remembered from childhood.
2 Which statement is true?
A Coltrane moved to High Point in 1960.
B Coltrane was very famous before 1960.
C Coltrane became famous during the Civil Rights Movement.
D Coltrane was unknown in the jazz world until “My Favorite Things.”
3 The Greensboro Sit-In was an important event of the Civil Rights Movement. What
evidence best indicates that this is a fact rather than an opinion?
A Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was the leader of the Civil Rights Movement.
B Coltrane wrote “My Favorite Things” the same year as the Greensboro Sit-In.
C The Civil Rights Museum is a popular place in downtown Greensboro.
D Stories about the Greensboro Sit-In were in newspapers around the country.
4 Who do you think is most likely to enjoy John Coltrane’s “My Favorite Things”?
A People who do not like jazz music
B Musicians from North Carolina
C People who like all kinds of music
D Musicians who like American opera
5 Paragraph 5 quotes Coltrane as saying, “I’ve found you’ve got to look back at old
things and see them in a new light.” Based on this, which statement is most likely
true?
A Coltrane liked to look at old instruments in new light.
B Coltrane enjoyed creating a new version of “My Favorite Things.”
C Coltrane disliked jazz and blues music from the 1930s and 1940s.
D Coltrane was most interested in old Broadway show tunes.
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Lesson 3 - John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
Multiple Choice Questions
Optional Questions:
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
6 What evidence supports the opinion that Coltrane’s version of “My Favorite Things”
sounded more “innovative” than the Broadway musical version?
A Coltrane’s version had a section that sounded like music from India.
B Coltrane’s version had new words that were stranger than the original.
C The Broadway musical version was popular with jazz fans in New York City.
D The Broadway version had four instruments that were played on stage.
7 What is the most likely reason the author includes the information in the last paragraph?
A She wants readers to know that the original “My Favorite Things” was a waltz.
B She thinks it is important that Coltrane’s father played the ukulele.
C She is suggesting that Coltrane’s father probably influenced his son’s music.
D She believes that waltzes are old-fashioned music that parents like.
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Lesson 3 - John Coltrane: “My Favorite Things”
Informal Writing Activity
Directions for Questions: Here is a chance for you to write about some of your favorite
things. Think about and answer each question below:
1) John Coltrane’s favorite song he recorded was “My Favorite Things.” What is your
favorite song?________________________________________________________
2) John Coltrane’s favorite dessert was believed to be sweet potato pie. What is your
favorite dessert? ______________________________________________________
3) From what we have learned, John Coltrane’s favorite activity was to play the
saxophone. What is your favorite activity? __________________________________
Directions for Your Writing: Of the three favorite things you have listed above, select
the one that you can describe in way that will entertain a friend. Write two good
paragraphs about what you selected. In the first paragraph, describe your favorite thing
in detail. In the second paragraph, explain why it is your favorite. Please remember that
most good paragraphs have at least 4 – 5 sentences.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 4: “5” Royales: An Introduction
Vocabulary List
*Civil Rights Act of 1964: (noun) a law passed by the U.S. Congress in 1964 stating that
all Americans have the right to use public places and services. It also says that people
cannot refuse to hire people because of their race, religion, gender, or place of birth.
segregation: (noun) the practice of keeping people apart because of their race or culture.
pioneering: (adjective) being among the earliest, original, or first.
rhythm and blues (R&B): (noun) popular music typically including elements of blues and
African American folk music and marked by a strong beat and simple chord structure.
vocal: (adjective) relating to, arranged for, or sung by the human voice.
*innovative: (adjective) used to describe someone or something that introduces a new
idea, method, or device.
soul: (noun) music that originated in African American gospel singing, soul music is
closely related to rhythm and blues and is sung with strong feeling and a down-to-earth
attitude.
influence: (noun) the power to affect or change something through one’s actions.
down-to-earth: (adjective) down-home, not fancy.
gospel: (noun) a type of music that is written to sing about spiritual beliefs in Christianity.
rooted: (adjective) has its origins in.
secular: (adjective) non-religious.
gig(s): (noun- slang) job held for a certain amount of time; typically refers to an
entertainer’s job.
chitlins': (noun) the small intestines of a pig eaten as food, typically by African
Americans in the South.
circuit: (noun) theaters, nightclubs, etc., performed in by entertainers.
rarely: (adverb) not often.
service station: (noun) gas station.
attitude(s): (noun) a feeling toward someone or something.
“Tearin’ the house up”: (slang expression) The “house” refers to the audience. This
expression means that the audience really liked the “5” Royales’ show.
*Starred words are recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 4 - “5” Royales: An Introduction
Reading Selection
The “5” Royales were a pioneering rhythm and blues (R&B) vocal group from WinstonSalem. They were one of the most talented and innovative groups of their time. During
the “5” Royales’ recording career from 1952 to 1965, they recorded more than one
hundred songs and five top-ten R&B hits. At least two of the group’s songs have become
American classics—“Dedicated to the One I Love” and “Think.” In 2015, the “5”
Royales were inducted into the Rock and Roll Music Hall of Fame.
The “5” Royales had a big influence on famous soul and rock and roll stars of the 1960s
and '70s. “5” Royales’ guitarist, Lowman Pauling (1926-1973), often wore a long strap
and played the guitar at knee-level. His creative, original playing style influenced rock
superstar Eric Clapton and soul guitarist Steve Cropper. The “5” Royales’ lead singer,
John Tanner (1926 – 2005), sang with strong feeling in a down-to-earth, gospel singing
style. The “5” Royales’ singing style had a big influence on later music greats, such as
James Brown, The Temptations, Stevie Wonder, and Michael Jackson.
The “5” Royales’ sound was rooted in Southern African American church music. The
group began as a gospel vocal group in the late 1930s called the Royal Sons. In 1951, the
Royal Sons sent a tape to a record company in New York. By 1952, they signed with the
record company and changed their name to the “5” Royales. The “5” Royales started
singing non-religious, or secular, songs. Their style of singing, though, stayed the same
as when the group members sang as children in church.
The “5” Royales performed mostly for African American audiences. Many of the other
successful African American vocal groups of the 1950s and '60s also performed for white
audiences. The “5” Royales drove all over the country and played mostly one-night gigs
on the “Chitlin' Circuit.” The “Chitlin' Circuit” consisted of theaters, clubs, dance halls,
and other places where African Americans went for entertainment and dancing. The
“Chitlin' Circuit” was a response to segregation in the South that did not allow African
Americans entrance to clubs and dance halls owned and operated by whites.
Before the Civil Rights Act of 1964, members of the “5” Royales often were not allowed
into the same public places, such as hotels, restaurants, and gas stations, as whites. Lead
singer, John Tanner, remembered those days of segregation: “It was real rough. We had
to go around to the back and get the food; when we’d stop at a service station we couldn’t
use the bathroom. It was tough, but we made it” (Carolina Music Ways interview, p. 13).
Although the “5” Royales had a lot of fans, not everyone liked their music. A number of
adults, both white and black, thought R&B music was not proper. It was similar to how
some parents today do not approve of rap or hip-hop. Some white parents had racist
attitudes and did not like their children listening to African American music. Some
African American parents did not like R&B because they thought it was not religious.
Lead singer John Tanner remembered how his parents viewed the “5” Royales’ R&B
music, “My dad came out [one time when] we played ...You know, my mom and dad,
they didn’t go for it…because we were brought up in church, and they didn’t want us
[singing R&B]...But, after he came and saw that we were tearin’ the house up, he was
proud!” (Carolina Music Ways interview, p.5)
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Lesson 4: “5” Royales”: An Introduction
Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share evidence from
the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
1 Why did the author describe the “5” Royales as a “pioneering” group?
A The group was among the first to sing gospel outside a church building.
B The group was among the first to perform rhythm and blues outside the U.S.
C The group was among the first to sing secular music in a gospel style.
D The group was among the first to perform in an American music video.
2 What evidence can you find that the author’s purpose is to inform the reader?
A The author described the “5” Royales using facts and quotes from history.
B The author imagined a fun story and told it using events that did not happen.
C The author included a vocabulary list to help the reader understand the reading.
D The author described how she felt about the “5” Royales using descriptive words.
3 According to this selection, what characteristic was used to segregate people and keep them
apart in public areas?
A People were divided into groups according to singing ability.
B People were divided into groups by the kind of music they liked.
C People were segregated into groups by race.
D People were segregated by religious beliefs.
4 What connection do many students in Winston-Salem have to the “5” Royales?
A Both grew up in Winston-Salem.
B Neither liked gospel music.
C They were both influenced by Stevie Wonder.
D They were both rap and hip hop music fans.
5 When the author wrote that the “5” Royales were “tearin’ the house up,” what did she really
mean?
A The members of the group were using tools to take the walls apart.
B The members of the group were singing so loudly the walls collapsed.
C The audience really liked the show.
D The audience left before the show ended.
6 What evidence in the selection suggests that the “5” Royales “had a big influence on famous
soul and rock and roll stars”?
A Guitarist Lowman Pauling’s guitar playing style influenced Eric Clapton.
B Michael Jackson was influenced by Lowman Pauling’s guitar playing style.
C Soul great Steve Cropper modeled his singing on John Tanner’s gospel style.
D Stevie Wonder influenced the down-to-earth singing style of John Tanner.
7 In the days of segregation before the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the “5” Royales
A could sit and eat in any restaurant or picnic area in the country.
B could use public bathrooms in all restaurants and gas stations.
C would go around the back of many restaurants to get their food.
D would stay in the same hotels as white people while on tour.
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Lesson 4: “5” Royales: “Dedicated to The One I Love”
Vocabulary List
Billboard Charts rank each week the most popular songs in the United States #1 through
#100. The results are published in Billboard magazine.
rousing: (adjective) causing excitement.
groundbreaking: (adjective) used to describe someone or something that introduces
something new, such as a new way of performing.
harmony: (noun) any combination of musical notes sounded at the same time.
soul: (noun) music that originated in African American gospel singing, is closely related
to rhythm and blues, and is characterized by intensity of feeling and a down-to-earth
attitude.
reggae: (noun) popular form of Jamaican music that combines native styles with rock and
soul music.
Please Note: None of these vocabulary words are recommended for in-depth study, but
in-depth study can be done on one or more if you chose.
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Lesson 4 - “5” Royales: “Dedicated to the One I Love”
Reading Selection
SONG LYRICS:
This is dedicated to the one I love.
While I'm away from you, my baby,
I know it's hard for you, my baby,
Because it's hard for me, my baby,
But the darkest hour is just before day.
CHORUS:
Each night before you go to bed, my baby,
Whisper a little prayer for me, my baby.
And let's tell all those stars above
That this is dedicated to the one I love.
Life can never be exactly
Like we want it to be.
But I can be satisfied
Just knowing you love me.
But there's one thing I want
You to do especially for me.
And it's something that everybody needs.
[Repeat CHORUS 2x]
This is dedicated to the one I love.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Background Information on Song:
“Dedicated to the One I Love” is probably the most well-known song written by the “5”
Royales. Over the years, a variety of performers have made it famous.
The “5” Royales released the song in 1957. It did not make it to the Billboard Charts
until 1961, when it made it to # 81. Eugene Tanner, Jr., John Tanner’s brother, sang the
lead vocals. Backing them up is Lowman Pauling’s rousing guitar playing. Pauling
wrote the song with Ralph Bass, a record producer. According to Pauling’s wife, Pauling
wrote the song for her at their home in Winston-Salem on one of his short breaks from
touring. The song is about being away from someone you love.
Four years later, the Shirelles version reached Billboard Charts #3. The Shirelles were a
groundbreaking, female, African American harmony singing group. Their version
sounded smoother. The guitar playing was replaced by singing.
Over the following four decades, performers continued to record “Dedicated to the One I
Love.” The Mamas & the Papas released their version in 1967. It reached #2 on the
Billbaord Charts. In the 1970s, the Temprees released a soul version. In the 1980s,
Bernadette Peters released the song. In the 1990s, Bitty McLean put her own reggae
style on the song, and Linda Ronstandt made it the title song of her album.
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“5” Royales Events Sheet
For Timeline
From Lesson IV:


1926- John Tanner and Lowman Pauling born in Winston-Salem, NC



1952- “5” Royales career begins, includes recordings and live shows



1957- “5” Royales release “Dedicated to the One I Love” and “Think”



1961- Shirelles release “Dedicated…”



1967- The Mamas & the Papas release “Dedicated To the One I Love”

From Lesson V:


1932-Tanner and Pauling grow up in musical families; Tanner attends segregated
Kimberly Park School



1938 - Royal Sons Quintet (gospel) forms in Winston-Salem



1943 - Tanner joins U.S. army



1945 - Tanner returns home and rejoins Royal Sons Quintet



1963 - “5” Royales drive through Birmingham march



1965 - “5” Royales career ends
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Lesson 5 - “’5’ Royales: Growing up in Winston-Salem”
Vocabulary List

roots: (noun) the origin or background of someone or something.
*pioneer: (noun) a person or group that helps open up a new way of thought or activity.
quartet: (noun) a musical group consisting of four people either singing or playing
musical instruments.
*spiritual: (noun) a religious song that is usually deeply emotional that was developed
especially among African Americans in the southern United States.
sling: (verb) to cause to move with a sudden and usually sweeping or swirling motion.

* Starred words are recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 5 - “5” Royales: Growing up in Winston-Salem
Reading Selection
(From a Carolina Music Ways’1999 interview with “5” Royales lead singer John Tanner (JT))

Interviewer: “Mr. Tanner, I wanted to ask you some questions about your roots in
Winston-Salem… [Let’s] start with your childhood growing up in Winston-Salem.”
JT: “I came up in a Pentecostal church. And, Mom and Dad just carried us to Sunday
school on Sunday morning, and sometimes we wouldn’t get home until 9 or 10 o’clock at
night. And that’s all I knew! … My father was a pioneer of gospel. He was one of the
first blacks that had a radio program in Winston-Salem. There were only two radio
stations back then, WSJS and WAIR... And my father was singing on WAIR. ”
Interviewer: “And what was his name?”
JT: “His name was Eugene Tanner. And he used to come on every Saturday evening at
4:30, and his song was ‘Be In Time Sinner’, that was his theme song. … Everybody in
the black neighborhood knew him… And I had five [younger] brothers, and I had four of
them that sang quartet spirituals. … They had a group called the Tanner Family. And my
father used to carry them everywhere singing. And I didn’t ever sing with them.”
Interviewer: “So your father and four brothers were singing gospel with the Tanner
Family, and you…?”
JT: “I was with the Royal Sons. We were in school together, and we used to get on the
street corners, singing…strictly gospel…We was nothin’ but teenagers, kids.”
Interviewer: “[You sang] downtown on the street corners?”
JT: “No, in our neighborhood…Glenn Avenue and Derry Street. And, we used to get on
the corner, walking up and down the street. [Lowman] Pauling, he was always a good
guitar player. He had a guitar larger than he was, and he’d sling it across his shoulder,
and we’d walk the streets singing. We just got a thrill out of singing...and we used to
travel a little, you know, like West Virginia.”
Interviewer: “How old were you when you joined the Royal Sons?”
JT: “Ummm, I guess … I was 16 years old…And all the rest of the guys, we were young
right there together… there was just four of us: Clarence [Pauling], Lowman [Pauling],
William Samuels, and myself.”
Interviewer: “Now, back in those days …in addition to what you would hear on the
radio and church, were there live shows [touring through Winston-Salem]?”
JT: “Well… when [the Royal Sons] started singing…we’d invite different popular
[gospel] groups [from other places]… And, we used to invite the Dixie Hummingbirds.
One time we had Sam Cooke and the Soul Stirrers. We invited the Caravans, one time.
That was before Shirley Caesar joined [them]... [The groups] would perform downtown
at a place in town called Pythian Hall…[and they’d also perform] at the Kimberley Park
School auditorium.”
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Lesson 5 – “5” Royales: Children’s Cursade in Birmingham, Alabama
Vocabulary List
Civil Rights Movement: (noun) rights given to all citizens by the Constitution. (The
African American Civil Rights Movement (1955–1968) refers to the political movement
in the United States aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against African Americans
and restoring the right to vote (suffrage) in the Southern states).
Greensboro Sit-In: (noun) an event taking place on February 1, 1960, in which four
African American college students sat a lunch counter reserved for whites only in a
Woolworth’s store in downtown Greensboro. The students refused to leave until they
were served food; soon, hundreds of other African American students joined them in their
protest at the lunch counter. This event is considered to be one of the most important
protests during the Civil Rights Movement.
segregation: (noun) the practice of keeping people apart because of their race or culture.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: (noun) a minister who became a major leader in the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. King organized protests throughout the South,
and encouraged protestors to use nonviolence in order to reach their goal of securing civil
rights for all. He was killed in Memphis in 1968.
Civil Rights Act of 1964: (noun) a law passed by the U.S. Congress in 1964 stating that
all Americans have the right to use public places and services. It also says that people
cannot refuse to hire people because of their race, religion, gender, or place of birth.
President John F. Kennedy: (noun) the 35th President of the United States; Kennedy’s
term lasted from 1961-1963. Kennedy is best known for stopping the Cuban Missile
Crisis and for supporting the Civil Rights Movement. He was killed in 1963.
President Lyndon Johnson: (noun) the 36th President of the United States. Johnson was
Vice-President under Kennedy and became President when Kennedy was assassinated.
*protest: (verb) to make a statement or gesture to show that one is against something. A
protestor (noun) is someone who protests.
corner: (verb) to force someone or something into a place where they are trapped and
they cannot get out.
gig: (noun-slang) job held for a certain amount of time; typically refers to an entertainer’s
job.
processed hair: (noun) hair that has been made stiff and straight chemically by way of a
hair lotion called relaxer.
billy stick (also called a billy club or baton): (noun) a heavy wooden stick typically
carried by police officers to defend themselves from criminals or to break up fights.
detain: (verb) to hold or keep in the control of an authority, such as the police.
* The starred word is recommended for in-depth study.
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Lesson 5 - “5” Royales: Children’s Cursade in Birmingham, Alabama
Reading Selection
Historical Background: May 3rd, 1963 was an important day in the history of the Civil
Rights Movement. It was three years after the Greensboro Sit-In. A march was
scheduled in Birmingham, Alabama, to protest segregation in the city. Because many of
the marchers were students ages eight to twenty-one, the march is often called the
“Children’s Crusade.”
As the marchers moved across the city streets toward downtown, police warned them to
stop. When the marchers continued, the chief of police, Bull Connor, ordered the city's
fire hoses to be turned on the protesters. The water was so strong it could peel bark from
a tree. The water ripped off shirts and pushed people over. The police chief also ordered
police to use German Shepherd dogs to keep the marchers from leaving the scene.
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That evening in Birmingham, Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to calm worried parents.
He told them, "Don't worry about your children who are in jail. The eyes of the world are
on Birmingham. We're going on in spite of dogs and fire hoses" ("Nation: Dogs, Kids &
Clubs,” TIME).

4

The next day, newspapers and TV showed photos of the police turning hoses and dogs on
the protesters. Many people who saw these photos were very angry. President John F.
Kennedy took action to bring about change. A year later, President Lyndon Johnson
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 into law. It became illegal all over the country to
have segregation in public areas and the workplace.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The “5” Royales Were There: (Lead singer John Tanner tells this story in an interview
with Carolina Music Ways in 1999.)
“We had some terrible times. I remember, we went through Birmingham, Alabama, the
day that they had these water hoses and dogs; [the police were] putting them on these
people, they were cornering them…They were cornering them coming through, you
know, we just knew that [it was] the sit-ins or walk-ins or whatever it was.
We were on our way to Jasper, Texas. That’s right outta Houston. And, we were on our
way out there for a gig. And we went through Birmingham that Saturday. It was on a
Saturday. And, we were wearing processed hair then.
7

And, [we] had New York tags on our car…New York tags and six big black boys sitting
up in the car…We got hit in the window with this billy stick. ‘Where are you guys goin'?’
[the police asked us]. And we said, ‘We’re tryin’ to go to work! We’re on our way.’
And they said, ‘No, you’re not!’ And they detained us, man, about two hours around
there!
And [what was] sadder was that they were shooting the water hoses at people. You know,
they had them [guns], police dogs, and all that stuff. Now, we went through Birmingham
the same day, and we missed a gig, man. But we were on our way out West; we didn’t
come back that way until all that stuff was over.”
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Lesson 5 -“5” Royales: Children’s Cursade in Birmingham, Alabama
Multiple Chioce Questions
Directions: Select the best answer from the choices given. Be prepared to share
evidence from the reading selection about why you think your answer is the best one.
From “Historical Background”
1 From the author’s description in paragraph 1, what word best describes the mood in
Birmingham, Alabama, on Mary 3rd, 1963?
A relaxed
B tense
C funny
D sad
2 Which statement is most likely true?
A The marchers ended segregation.
B The marchers were in danger.
C Police Chief Bull Connor wanted to end segregation.
D German shepherd dogs were useful to the marchers.
3 When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. told parents of the children who were in the march,
“The eyes of the world are on Birmingham”, what did he probably mean?
A There were many people looking at TV in the city of Birnmingham.
B People in Africa and Asia were hearing about the march on the radio.
C People around the world were seeing photos on TV of the march.
D The march would end because very few people were watching it.
4 After President Lyndon Johnson signed into law the Civil Rights Act of 1964:
A it was illegal for restaurants to turn away African American customers.
B African Americans and whites could not sit in the same part of the bus.
C private clubs had to admit people of all races.
D segregation was legal in public picnic areas.
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Lesson 5 - “5” Royales: Children’s Cursade in Birmingham, Alabama
Multiple Chioce Questions
From “The ‘5’ Royales Were There”
5 Why do you think the author most likely put the “Historical Background” section
before the “The ‘5’ Royales Were There” section?
A She thought readers would better understand Tanner’s musical career in Alabama.
B She thought readers would like to know that John Tanner met Bull Conner.
C She wanted readers to view Tanner’s experience as part of American history.
D She wanted readers to know about John Tanner before reading about Dr. King.
6 Paragraph 3 quotes John Tanner as saying, “And, [we] had New York tags on our
car… New York tags and six big black boys sitting up in the car.” What most likely
was John Tanner thinking at the time?
A The police will like that we are from New York.
B I am scared that the police will stop us.
C I think the police will let us continue driving.
D The police think we are younger than we are.
7 How is John Tanner’s description of May 3rd, 1963 in Birmingham, Alabama,
different from the description the author gives in the “Historical Background” section?
A Tanner’s description refers to more historical terms.
B Tanner’s description is more personal.
C Tanner’s description talks about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
D Tanner’s description mentions police dogs.
8 How can interviews help students understand history?
A They are short and easier for students to read and write about.
B They give facts and no opinions.
C They connect readers to real people who lived at the time.
D They are always completely true.
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Lesson 5 - “5” Royales: Children’s Crusade in Birmingham, Alabama
Drama Activity
DIRECTIONS: Work together as a class to create and act out a skit about the reading
selection, “Children’s Crusade” in Birmingham, Alabama.” Use the following scene-byscene outline to create the skit.
SCENE I: Introduction (See paragraph 1.)
Cast: Narrator
Directions: Introduce the skit with the information provided in paragraph 1 of the reading
selection.

--------------SCENE 2: Children’s Crusade
(See paragraphs 2 and 7 of reading selection.)
Cast:

Children crusaders – about 5 actors
Police- about 4 actors
Chief of Police Bull Connor
“5” Royales- 5 students

Setting: Streets of Birmingham Alabama during violent protest (May 3, 1963)
Directions: Act out the scene as described in paragraph 2. Add the “5” Royales
experience on that day as described by lead singer John Tanner in his interview at the
bottom of the page. (Pay special attention to paragraph 7, the second to last paragraph.)

--------------SCENE 3: MLK talks to worried parents (See paragraph 3.)
Cast:

worried parents – about 5 actors
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Setting: Meeting hall or church basement in Birmingham Alabama
Directions: Act out the scene as described in paragraph 3.

--------------SCENE 4: Media attention brings about change (See paragraph 4.)
Cast: People seeing film of protest on TV – about 2 actors
People seeing photos of it in the newspapers – about 2 actors
President John F. Kennedy
Setting: Living rooms across America
Directions: Act out the scene as described in paragraph 4.

------------SCENE 5: Conclusion (See end of paragraph 4.)
Narrator concludes with information in 4th paragraph about President Lyndon Johnson
signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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Date:

__________________

Dear Parents,
Your child recently finished a Language Arts and Social Studies unit on North Carolina
music legends John Coltrane and the “5” Royales. Your child learned about the lives of
these jazz and R&B greats from High Point and Winston-Salem and the times in which
they lived. Please ask him/her to show you the timeline he/she brought home to share
with you. The timeline needs to be returned to school by ____________________.
Your child has seen or will see our show Carolina Live!—Our Musical History, which
goes with this unit. The show features songs made famous by seven North Carolina
music greats, including John Coltrane and the “5” Royales.
Carolina Music Ways, a nonprofit group, has partnered with the Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Schools to create this show and related unit. This unit is aligned with state and
national standards for Language Arts and Social Studies.
We hope that Carolina Live!—Our Musical History and this unit will encourage your
child to read more about North Carolina and American history, as well as about music.
We also hope that your child feels inspired to pursue music with a deeper understanding
of North Carolina’s awesome musical heritage.
For more information about our state’s music, you and your child can visit
www.carolinamusicways.org. Enjoy!
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Carlson,
Ed.M.
Education Director
Carolina Music Ways
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